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ne oDjective of the Important Farmland 
nventory is to identify the extent and 
ocation of the best lands capable of 
o^h" 3 f °°d. fiber, f„ rag e, feed, and 
"?P s ,ib Dona Ana County, New 
‘ . ^ 1S mventory was carried out in 

National" 1 °<;t ? Uh ° ther a 9 encies at the 
ment ’ ^ a *" e ’ an d other units of govern- 


de<; i nnat 1 nv entory is not intended to 
Drernnat? specific land uses. This is a 
local 9 n fr *°t the res P°nsible state and 
lariLltf flClalS ; The U ’ S : Department of 
Service and the So11 Conservation 

the i (Kg of ar ® conce rned, however, about 

’ JSfti 4 current 

— - -- 



It is important to emphasize that prime 
farmland is one of the most important 
resources of the Nation. This exceptional 
land can be farmed continuously or nearly 
continuously without degrading the 
environment. It responds exceptionally wel 1 
to fertilizer and other chemical 
applications with limited loss of residues 
by leaching or erosion. It is the most 
responsive to management for maintaining 
aroductivity. 

The Nation needs to know this 
information. It provides the basic data for 
sound management decisions that are needed 
to protect this important resource base. 



THE MAP 


the map. . Three deli 

under irrigation. The green areas are pri 

Irl" 1 ^•l 6 - 5,54 . 8 acres) > the Yellow are 
are additional farmland of statewi 

i m porta nce (29,479 acres), and the cro 
acres) d are3S represent other farmland (7 

The white or uncolored areas of the m 
are classified as "other" land. Most 
this area is native grassland. 


The other map color 
represents urban areas. 
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CRITERIA 


The criteria used in identifying 
important farmland in Dona Ana County are 
related to soil characteristics and the 
availability of irrigation water. They were 
set up to facilitate the inventory of the 
Nation's most productive farmland in a 
reasonable time by using existing soil 
surveys. 

The inventories of prime and unique 
farmlands are dynamic. New areas may be 
developed, and others will be converted to 
irreversible uses. Thus, the inventory 
should be updated periodically to reflect 
any significant changes. 



DEFINITION 


PRIME FARMLAND 


Prime Farmland is land that has the 
est combination of physical and chemical 
characteristics for producing food, feed, 
^orage, fiber, and oilseed crops, and is 
^ s ° available for these uses. The land 
^ouid be cropland, pastureland, rangeland 
orest land, or other land, but not urban, 
uin-up land or water. It has the soil 
ty ’ growing season > and moisture supply 
- t0 econ °mical ly produce sustained 
yields of ^ crops when treated and 
' This includes water management 
Q “ rd ! n 9 t0 . acceptable farming methods. In 
ana 3 J Prime farmlan ds have an adequate 

^FeciniSi 0 ^ 518 • Water su PP!y from 
-ernn^t, ^ lrrigatl ' on ; a favorable 
iciSitv^r 6 ^?^!— r" 9 season; acceptable 
: odium y rnntf T 31 1 n l ty ’ acce P ta ble salt and 
ir e Dp and few or no rocks. They 

armTaXt* \° water . a " d air. Prime 

aturatpw •?. not exce ssively erodible or 

?»e a„d“ tK Wate ’'. f0r a ,0 "S Period of 

jpply. Th^ areals c 3 a adec * uate moisture 
rstem that i s deDendah? Vel ° Ped lrri *9ation 
jality to meet mofsture ' e pn and of ade 9 uate 

ten years X s q oilT e h ntS e J flht 

lC hes or more avail ahl? 1 * haVe four 
pacity within a depth of *f e rholding 
thin the root zone if ?! 40 lnches or 
than 40 inches de^p root zona is 



The soils have a soil temperature 
ime that is frigid, mesic or thermic, 
an annual soil temperature at a depth of 
inches is higher than 32 degrees F. ) 

The soils have a pH betweea 4.5 and 8.4 
all horizons within a depth of 40 inches 
in the root zone if the root zone is less 
i 40 inches deep. 

The soils either have no water table or 
ater table maintained at a sufficient 
;h during the cropping season to allow 
/th of cultivated crops common to the 

i. 


The soils can be managed in all 
zons within a depth of 40 inches (or in 
'°t zone if the root zone is less than 40 
ies deep), so that during part of each 
the conductivity of saturation extract 
ess than 4 mmhos/cm and the exchangeable 
urn percentage (ESP) is less than 15. 

The soils are not flooded frequently 
ng the growing season (less often than 
i n two years). 

The soils have a product of K 
dibility factor) x percent slope of less 
.2.0 and a product of T ' 
ibility) x C (climatic fa 
eding 60. That is, prime f 
include soils which h? wo - 
ion hazard. 



ADDITIONAL FARMLAND 01 
STATEWIDE IMPORTANCE 


This is land, in addition to prime ar 
unique farmlands, that is of statewic 
importance for the production of food, feec 
fiber, forage, and oilseed crops. Criteri 
for defining and delineating this land weir 
determined by state agencies in New Mexico. 

The soils in this category a» 
important to agriculture in New Mexico, y< 
they exhibit some properties that excl u( 
them from prime farmland. Examples of su< 
properties are erodibility, limited rootii 
zone, seasonal wetness, or moderate amoun- 
of soluble salts. These soils can be farm* 
satisfactorily by using more fertilize 
erosion control practices, and irrigate 
water management. They produce fair to goi 
crop yields when managed properly. 


OTHER FARMLAND 


This land has severe limitations f 
crop production such as texture, sal i nit 
alkalinity, or high water table. The la 
is marginal, and requires special care. 

These lands have been identifi 
because of their importance in the loc 
economy. 

UNIQUE FARMLAND 




